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Information for CELTA Applicants 



CAMBRIDGE CERTIFICATE IN 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE TEACHING TO ADULTS (CELTA)

Course Outline

University of Cambridge ESOL Examinations is the world’s best known ELT (English Language Teaching) examining body.  Its Certificate in English Language Teaching to Adults (CELTA) course is the first step into professional English language teaching for many people.

CELTA
 is a practical course that leads to an international qualification in the teaching of English language to adults.

It is a central requirement of CELTA that each trainee does teaching practices with classes of volunteer English-language students.  During the course he or she must teach these students for a total of six hours, which are divided into nine classes between 30 and 60 minutes long.  The teaching practices involve a range of levels, techniques, skills and topics.  

For support, the trainees are put into teaching practice groups of up to six trainees.  Each group works with a class and is guided by a CELTA tutor.  The trainees take turns to teach while the rest of the group observes.  Each teaching practice is followed by feedback with both the group and the tutor.  

While much of the CELTA course focuses on these teaching practices, trainees are also required to attend a schedule of input seminars, workshops and tutorials.  This schedule, along with the teaching practices, comes to a total of 120 hours where attendance at the training centre is compulsory for trainees.  In addition, trainees must write four assignments and spend six hours observing classes taught by experienced British Council teachers.  

The input seminars and workshops cover a range of topics that relate directly to teaching and are designed to help trainees develop during their teaching practices.  Trainees are expected to participate actively in these.  

Applicants to CELTA must remember that the course demands many more hours of commitment beyond the minimum 120 hours spent at the training centre.  They must be prepared to spend much of their free time – at least 80 extra hours – working on preparation for teaching practices, on assignments and on readings, research and homework tasks relating to the input seminars.

Course Objectives and Topics
By the end of the course, trainees will have:

· Acquired important subject knowledge of English Language Teaching.

· Become familiar with the principles of successful language teaching.

· Acquired classroom skills for teaching English to adult students.

· Shown that they can apply what they have learnt during the course to teaching in a real classroom.

To enable trainees to meet these objectives, the course covers the following topics:

· The contexts within which adults learn English; their motivation to learn and how they learn; and the roles of the teacher and learner.

· Concepts of language; the terminology used in describing it; analysing and understanding English grammar, vocabulary and pronunciation; and applying these things in a professional context.

· Language skills – reading, listening, speaking and writing; and how to develop these four skills in English learners.

· Planning lessons for adult learners of English; resources and materials that can be used in lessons; and choosing and adapting these effectively.

· Teaching skills for organising, managing and conducting classes effectively; monitoring and evaluating classes; and facilitating professional development, both individually and through opportunities in the English Language Teaching field.

Course Assessment

Trainees who successfully complete CELTA will receive a certificate at Pass A, Pass B or Pass level.  These are awarded based on continuous assessment of the following:

· Nine teaching practices, totalling six hours.

· Four written assignments.

· Course participation, including attendance.

Assessment is done by the course tutors and by an external moderator appointed by the University of Cambridge ESOL Examinations.  Trainees will be given portfolios, in which they must keep all records of their teaching practices and assignments.

Note that CELTA does not have any formal examination.

Course dates

The 2018 CELTA course dates are not fixed yet.
The course involves at least 120 hours of input seminars, workshops, teaching practices, assisted lesson planning, lesson feedback, lesson observations, tutorials and administration sessions.

It is vital that all candidates can attend all parts of the course, at the times given, for the entire duration of the course.  In addition – as was said above – candidates must be able to devote at least 80 hours of their free time to the course.
CELTA courses will not take place on days that are national holidays.  

Enrolment

Applicants must be:

· At least 21 years old at the start of the course.

· Educated to a standard that would allow them entry to Higher Education in their country.

· Able to speak and write English to a C1 standard under the Common European Framework.  Applicants may be asked for academic evidence that their English is of the required level.

Selection Procedure

Fully-completed applications must be received in electronic form.  Receipt of these will be acknowledged by email.  A short list of applicants will be invited for interviews.  Unsuccessful applicants will receive an email explaining why their applications were turned down.

If applicants are invited for an interview, they will be asked to do tasks involving English grammar, pronunciation, writing and spelling during the interview process.  The interviews are designed to ensure that trainees have (1) the potential to develop the skills necessary to become effective teachers and (2) the ability to successfully complete the teaching practices and written assignments.

Trainees in the next CELTA course will be selected after the interview stage.  If the course is already full, or it has not been definitely scheduled yet, successful applicants will be placed on a waiting list.
Course Fees
The course fee for CELTA 2018 is to be set up soon.
Further Information

All courses are run by experienced and well-qualified trainers at the British Council Tunis, all of whom hold the Cambridge DELTA, a similar postgraduate qualification, or a Master's Degree.

The British Council has an extensive collection of books and other materials relating to English as a Foreign Language.

The courses will be held at The British Council, 87 Avenue Mohammed V, 1002 Tunis Belvedere, Tunisia.  

Contacts for Course Information

For further information please contact the CELTA Course Administrator Fatma Chekir. 
Telephone: (216) 71 145 334
Email: Fatma.Chekir@tn.britishcouncil.org
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